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The Honey And
by EC Fremantle

ECFremantle’s historical novel
follows three sisters navigatinga
maze of twistsand turnsin 1628
England.

The narrator, Hester, carries
much oftheweight of the story,
asshe’slefttoraise herillegitimate
son to the Duke of Buckingham
alone.

The pacing ofthe plot, the tension
thatoozes and the occasional flirt
with the supernatural grabsyour
attention, and Fremantle highlights
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Summerwater by Sarah Moss

Beingstuckinside while it
rainsrelentlessly canbring
aboutareflective frame of
mind - Summerwater is
exactly that.

The story follows 12
characterswhoselives
convergeinaScottish cabin
parkonawetsummer’s
day, with Sarah Moss giving
usaglimpseinside each
miniature bubble of family
life.

Everycharacterisso
completelyrelatable, the
novel becomes almost

The Sting

sentient, with Moss’ pensive
and eloquentdescriptions
flowingthroughout.

Evocative, with deft
touches of humour, sadness
and cruelty, Summerwater
perfectlyencapsulates a
cross-section of modern
British society.

The perfectescapismon
arainyday.
©® Summerwater by Sarah
Mossis published by Picador
inhardback, priced £14.99
(ebook £8.99). Available
now.
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BOOKCLUB

WITHNICOLA SMITH

Do you have a book review or would you like me to review a book you've enjoyed?
Please get in touch at DRbookclub@dailyrecord.co.uk or tweet @NicolawordSmith

Heart wasin my mouth
as!lturmed every page

about.

Butonenightsets Kamran'’s
lifeinaspin. Itwillneverbe the
same again after afellowstudent
rapes him followingaschool

party.

Truth Be Told by Kia Abdullah

There are so many taboo topics
that few of us feel comfortable
to talk about freely.

We allhave our own boundaries and our own
listof conversation topics that make us
feel abitawkward. However, 'm sure male rape
ishigh on everyone’slist.

It'sthe topic atthe centre of author Kia
Abdullah’slatest novel, Truth Be Told.

The bookfollows Kamran Hadid, a
17-year-old studentat Hampton, an elite
allboys’ boardingschool, with
theworld athisfeet.

He'’ssecured a place at Oxford
and, thankstohiswealth and
upbringing, he’sontrackto have
thekind ofhighly privilegedlife
thatmostofus canonlydream

life to dealwith. He and his younger brother
Adam are atthe mercy of their successful father,
whovalues all things masculine and demands
thathissonsbe strong young men.

Then there’s their mother Sofia. She fiercely
loves her children butwith so many appearances
tokeep up, she struggles to follow the rules set by
theirlifestyle.

Andwhen Kamran’srape case throwsthem
into thelimelight, the family mustlearnto
dealwith their emotions and the impactthey
fearitmayhave on theirimage.

Mackisstaunchly protective
ofwhathe’s created for their
familybutSofiais desperate to be
there for her family, even though
there are somanyissuesblocking
theway.

Thiswasmy firstreading of
Abdullah’sworkand I have to
say, herwritingstyle and tense
courtroom descriptionsarea
masterpiece. Thewayshesetsa
scene and maps outdialogue

themanyissueswomen facedinthe
17th century.

It'san engagingread, however
Melis - the most interesting of
the sisters, who has eerie and
oftenaccurate visions of the
future - lacks the development
shedeserves.
©® The Honey And The Sting by
ECFremantleis published by
MichaelJosephinhardback,
priced £14.99 (ebook £9.99).
Available now.

Atfirst Kamrantries to deal
withwhat’shappened tohim
alone. He could never goto his
conservative Pakistani parents.
Then he seeks the guidance of
assaultcounsellor Zara Kaleel.

Shehelpshimreportthe
crime, eventuallyleadingto histimein court
fighting for the guilty verdicthe deserves.

Butit'snotall plainsailing. Zarahas her own
troubles to deal with. Recovering froman
addictionto diazepam, the therapisthasatense
relationship with her family, and with a previous
rape case leaving her feelingrawand wondering
ifmore could have been done, sheis determined
todo everythingshe can for Kamran.

Meanwhile, Kamran also has atrickyhome

isatriumph.

Ifeltmyheartin mymouthas
I'turned every page. Notonce
did the pace dip, and there were
somany moments thatwere
sublimelywoven through the
storyto backup each character’s
case.

Whenyou getto the final chapters, buckle up.
Youwon'tseeitcomingbutyouwill definitely be
applauding the handling of such aheroicand
tragictale.

Thisbooklanded unexpectedly on my
desk, andI'mso grateful to have beenintroduced
to Abdullah’s work.

Shewriteswith suchintelligence, research
and compassion thatyou feel safein herhands
asherwordsweave the story.

elatestinstalmentinthe
vorld-famous Twilightsaga,
idnight Sun, isabook

2yearsinthemaking. on-obsessive behaviour,
Forallitshype, Bellaand thatmayhave been better P
Edward’sromance finally leftto theimagination of
e-told from the vampire’s itsyoungfans.
erspectiveisalittle Theyoungadultnovel
inspiring. willsatisfy readersitching
Though filled with formore from the sagabut
10stalgia for avid Twilight isn’tquite filled with enough
ans, Edward’slengthy and untold backstory from the
ften repetitive narrative 104-year-old protagonistto
aynotbe enoughto make Edward’s re-telling of
10ld the attention ofa theromance amust-read.
more casualreader untilits | ® MidnightSunbyStephenie
gripping, action-packed Meyer is published by Atomin
conclusion. hardback, priced £20 (ebook
Thebook, previously £10.99). Available now.

leaked as an unfinished draft
in2008, shows aninsightinto
Edward’sintense, verging-

NON-FICTION BOOK OF THE WEEK
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A Dutiful Boy: AMemoir Of A Gay
Muslim’s Journey To Acceptance by Mohsin Zaid

Mohsin Zaidi’s autobiography sets
ascene where comingoutseems
inconceivable.Itchronicles the

author’s comingofage in adevout

Shia Muslim communityin east
London:acommunitywhere the
expression of his sexualitywould

lead toinstant ostracisation from
familymembers and friends.
ThatZaidiwon the fightis
evidentinthewayhe
became the first pupil
from hisschool to attend
Oxford University, going

ontobecomeadistinguished
barristerworkingat The Hague on
awar crimestrial.

ADutiful Boy detailsin a delicate
and highly engrossingfashion the
battles he was forced to wage every
step oftheway - both with those
around him and deep within
himself.
©® A Dutiful Boy: AMemoir OfA Gay
Muslim’s Journey To Acceptance
byMohsinZaidiis published by
Square Peginhardback, £14.99
(ebook £9.99). Available now.



