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Truth Be Told

The Week’s Hot New Reads

The Darkest
Evening
ANN CLEEVES (PAN
MACMILLAN, £18.99)
She mightbe missing from
ourscreens right now, but
feisty detective Vera
Stanhopeis certainly keeping
busy inAnnCleeves ninth
novelabouther. Drivinghome
through ablizzard, Vera
discovers anabandoned car
with a babyinit. Later that
evening,a youngwoman’s
bodyisdiscovered outside
theancestral pile of the
local aristocratic family, the
Stanhopes. Yes, our fiercely
working-class Vera has very
poshrelations,anditsoon
becomesapparentthatthey
arelinked to the dead woman.
Andas DIStanhopeandher
teamdigdeeperinto what
happened thatsnowynight
andwhy - wealso find out
moreabout Vera’s past. It's
brilliantly written, withmore
twistsand turnsthanyoucan
shakeoneof Vera'shatsat.
*x x % * Julie Emery
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Truth Be Told

KIAABDULLAH (HQ, £12.99)

Seventeen-year-old Kamran Hadid has
the world at his feet. Fromarich family,
heattends an elite schooland hasaplace
at Oxford. Thena wild night resultsin
adrunkenencounter that changes his life
forever. Seeking the help of a counsellor,
hereportsthe incident, thinkingit’ll be the
end of it, but it unwittingly sets the wheels
in motion for a tense, high-profile court
case. A deeply profoundand thought-
provoking read. *x %% Kay Ribeiro
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The Thursday
Murder Club

RICHARD OSMAN
(VIKING, £14.99)

Imagine if Miss Marple ended up in

aretirement community and set
up herownclub toinvestigate
murders - thatisroughly the

premise of Richard Osman’s debut

novel. Quirky, joyfulandoh-so
British, it sees a group of retirees

but find themselves inthe middle
of areal-life murder mystery. The
book hasits share of twists, but

who investigate cold cases for fun, ‘

it'sthe warmand witty characters

that really make it worthwhile.
Fans of Osman (from Pointless)
will recognise his humour, and wil
be thrilled to know the filmrights
have been snapped up by Steven

Spielberg’s production company.

* % %% Katie Holloway
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ROMANTIC

= Our Story

MIRANDA DICKINSON
(HQ, £7.99)

Havinglanded her dream job as
ascriptwriter foraTV production
I company, Ottyis on cloud nine.
" Thatisuntilshe getsevicted the
night beforeherfirst day. Joe,a
writer at the company, is juggling
keeping hisjob with findinga new
roommate after his upped and left,
leaving himto cover the rent.
Whenfateintervenesand they
find themselves livingand working
I together, the pairsoonrealiseit’s
| I going to take more than just words
to write their own happily ever
after. Aslow-burning, heart-
wrenchingand witty portrayal
—d  ofmodernlove, Our Story is
perfect foranyone who’s a sucker
foragoodromance novel.
* % %% Lucy Addicott
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